
This bilingual, parallel text edition features both the original French text

and a translation into English.

Madame Bovary, often ranked among the greatest novels of all time, is

Gustave Flaubert’s first novel, and considered to be both his masterpiece

and one of the most influential works in literary history, with authors from

Henry James to Proust to Nabokov heaping it with praise.

The story was first serialized in Revue de Paris, where prosecutors tried to

have it censored for obscenity, arguing that not only is the story immoral,

but that realism as a literary style is an offence against art and decency. The

trial only served to increase the story’s fame, and when it was published as a

single novel it quickly became a bestseller.

The novel is groundbreaking in its emphasis on the psychological and emo-

tional lives of its characters. Literature up to then had mostly focusing on

the external events that make characters react, instead of focusing on the

internal thought processes of those characters. Madame Bovary changed

that forever.

It was also revolutionary in its criticismof themiddle class, which at the time

was a still-new social class vying for elbow room between the working poor

and hereditary aristocracy. Flaubert critiqued the middle class as being am-

bitious, shallow, greedy, materialistic, and totally without culture; Emma’s

burning desire to reach even higher social strata, contrasted against that sat-

isfaction being fundamentally denied to her by her middle-class nature, is

an early echo of Marx’s theory of alienation in industrial societies.

TodayMadame Bovary, with its careful but charming description of the

banality of everyday life, is considered the first great example of literary

realism in fiction novels. Eleanor Marx-Aveling’s translation, though over

a hundred years old, is remarkably fresh and smooth, and is a pleasure even

for modern readers.
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